THE ABYSSINIAN FIASCO
Abyssinia, it may have remained in ignorance
and in doubt about the precise import of the
Laval-Mussolini Treaty of 1935* In 1934 France
had made a treaty with Soviet Russia which took
as little account of British susceptibilities as her
understandings with Italy spared the feelings of
the Little Entente. In consequence Russia was
brought into the League of Nations. But the
Foreign Office took its revenge by making a
Naval Agreement (of quite a sensible sort) with
Germany. This agreement was bitterly resented
in Paris. Was it not credible, in consequence,
that M. Laval's treaty went a good deal beyond
Abyssinia? Might it not have amounted to a
partitioning of the Mediterranean between the
Latin Powers, which gave its eastern half to
Italy, and gave her leave to wreak her will also
upon Egypt, Turkey and Greece? Italy had been
in (illegal) occupation of the Greek islands of
the Dodecanese since 1911, the fortifications of
the Dardanelles and the Bosporus had been dis-
mantled, and the finest strategic position on the
face of the earth lay at the mercy of the refounder
of the Roman Empire. If it be objected to this
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